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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . A response was received on 02 May 2006. By this response, Claim 1 has been 
amended. Claims 3 and 4 have been canceled. No new claims have been added. 
Claims 1 , 2, 6, and 7 are currently pending in the present application. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 , 2, 6, and 7 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Specification 

3. The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for 
the claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01 (o). Correction 
of the following is required: The specification does not provide proper antecedent basis 
for the limitation in Claim 7 that the input cancellation unit cancels multiple input digits, 
when the input cancellation unit cancels a single digit by rotating the dial unit in a 
reversed direction. See below regarding the rejection under 35 U.S.C. 112, first 
paragraph. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which It pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

5. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in 
the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession 
of the claimed invention. Specifically, Claim 7 recites that the input cancellation unit of 
Claim 1 , which cancels a single input digit by rotating the dial unit in a reversed 
direction, further cancels multiple input digits. The specification does not appear to 
provide any explicit description of how multiple input digits can be canceled whatsoever. 
The Examiner notes that, in the example of a button or switch used as an input 
cancellation unit (see page 12, line 13-page 13, line 3 of the present specification), it 
would be reasonable for one of ordinary skill in the art to assume that multiple button or 
switch presses would cancel multiple digits. However, this does not appear to be 
extensible to the example in which reversed rotation is used as a cancellation 
mechanism; that is, it is not clear how multiple digits could be canceled by reversed 
rotation. The specification does not provide any guidance as to how to distinguish 
between a reverse rotation that is intended to cancel a single digit and one that is 
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intended to cancel multiple digits. Therefore, the claim fails to comply with the written 
description requirement. 

6. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

7. Claim 1,2,6, and 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "an input cancellation unit for canceling a single 
input digit of the identification information by rotating the dial unit in a reversed 
direction". This is generally unclear, as it appears that the subject of "rotating the dial 
unit" is the "input cancellation unit"; however, the specification implies that it would be 
the user rotating the dial. This contradiction renders the claims indefinite. 

Claim 7 recites the limitation "wherein the input cancellation unit further cancels 
multiple input digits of the identification information". In light of the description of the 
input cancellation unit in Claim 1 as canceling a single digit by rotating the dial in a 
reversed direction, it is not clear how multiple digits would be canceled because it is not 
clear how to distinguish between rotating in a reversed direction for canceling a single 
digit and between (assumedly) rotating in reversed direction for canceling multiple 
digits. 

Claims 2 and 6 are rejected due to their dependence on rejected Claim 1 . 
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Claim Rejections ■ 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

9. Claims 1 , 2, 6, and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being anticipated by 
Dawson et al, US Patent 6741 160. 

In reference to Claim 1 , Dawson discloses an input apparatus Including a dial 
unit for inputting alphanumeric characters via rotating operation and generating an 
electric signal, where the characters are assigned in proportion to rotation angle of the 
dial and where the dial gives the user a click feel per rotation (column 4, lines 4-13 and 
34-39); a unit for confirming characters input by the dial unit (column 7, lines 13-22); a 
unit for converting the electrical signal into the characters (column 2, lines 1 3-26); a unit 
for authenticating the characters by checking if they match the appropriate characters of 
identification information (column 9, lines 51-65; column 12, lines 18-27); and a unit for 
canceling a single input digit by rotating the dial in a reversed direction (column 18, lines 
44-48). 
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In reference to Claim 2, Dawson further discloses a conversion table specifying a 
procedure for converting the signal to corresponding characters and performing 
conversion in accordance with the procedure (column 15, line 62-column 16, line 23). 

In reference to Claim 6, Dawson further discloses a display unit displaying a 
security level (for example, column 8, lines 13-17). 

In reference to Claim 7, Dawson discloses canceling multiple input digits (see 
column 15, lines 12-18). 

Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a. Knox, US Patent 3576974, discloses a counter that cancels inputs by 
rotating a dial in the opposite direction. 

b. Dawson et al, US Patent 5451934, discloses a combination lock with a 
dial unit that uses reversal of rotation as confirmation of entry. 

c. Dawson et al, US Patent 5517184, similarly discloses a combination lock 
with a dial unit that uses reversal of rotation as confirmation of entry, further 
dependent on a period of time elapsed. 

d. Hyatt, Jr., US Patent 5604489, discloses a dial for alphanumeric input that 
only displays a single character at a time. 
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e. Benzler, US Patent 5821871, discloses an authenticator using buttons for 
incrementing and decrementing an input character, confirming the character, and 
canceling inputs. 

f. Dawson et al, US Patent 5847656, discloses a combination lock in which 
reversing the dial will back up by several units in the input. 

1 1 . Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Zachary A. Davis whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
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3870. The examiner can normally be reached on weekdays 8:30-6:00, alternate 
Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Emmanuel Moise can be reached on (571) 272-3865. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



zad 
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